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Humankind is facing a planetary crisis of enormous dimensions

Background

WHO 2021. Health promotion glossary of terms 2021.
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Education for planetary health could be among the key levers of the much-

needed civilizational turn towards a sustainable and healthy future.

Education…
…goes beyond the sole information provision, teaching and acquiring of 
knowledge. 
… includes socializing lifestyles built around reason and rationale as
well as enabling individuals to develop and trust their intellectual
competences and practical skillsets.

A large number of different literacy concepts from various research perspectives 

exist and target these competences.

Background
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Selected „literacy“ concepts

Jochem, C., von Sommoggy, J., Hornidge, A.K., Schwienhorst-Stich, E.M., Apfelbacher, C. (2023). Planetary health literacy: a conceptual model. 

Frontiers in Public Health. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.980779 

→ a comprehensive and integrative planetary health 

approach that includes all aspects relevant for 

planetary health is still lacking

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.980779
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Planetary health literacy

Jochem, C., von Sommoggy, J., Hornidge, A.K., Schwienhorst-Stich, E.M., Apfelbacher, C. (2023). Planetary health literacy: a conceptual model. 

Frontiers in Public Health. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.980779 

…“the knowledge and competencies of 

accessing, understanding, appraising, 

and applying information in order to 

make judgements and take decisions 

regarding planetary health, across 

societies and for health-promoting, 

sustainable and transformative 

actions.“

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.980779
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Zoom in

Knowledge regarding planetary health and core competencies for planetary health 

literacy

Jochem, C., von Sommoggy, J., Hornidge, A.K., Schwienhorst-Stich, E.M., Apfelbacher, C. (2023). Planetary health literacy: a conceptual model. 

Frontiers in Public Health. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.980779 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.980779


PD Dr. Carmen Jochem I Seite 7

Zoom out

Planetary health literacy as goal of education for planetary heatlh

Jochem, C., von Sommoggy, J., Hornidge, A.K., Schwienhorst-Stich, E.M., Apfelbacher, C. (2023). Planetary health literacy: a conceptual model. 

Frontiers in Public Health. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.980779 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.980779
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Planetary health literacy applied
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• To determine a set of indicators to quantify planetary health literacy

• To investigate the association between different levels of planetary health 

literacy and health outcomes as well as other sustainable behaviours

• To understand the implications of different ways of knowing, power dynamics, 

justice and equity on planetary health literacy

• …

Future research needs
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Discussion

Email: carmen.jochem@uni-bayreuth.de

Planetary health literacy 

may play a crucial role for 

human health, 

population health, 

and the planet‘s health – 

across current and future generations.

mailto:carmen.jochem@uni-bayreuth.de

	Folie 1: Planetary health literacy: a conceptual model for healthy people on a healthy planet 
	Folie 2: Background
	Folie 3: Background
	Folie 4: Selected „literacy“ concepts
	Folie 5: Planetary health literacy
	Folie 6: Zoom in
	Folie 7: Zoom out
	Folie 8: Planetary health literacy applied
	Folie 9: Future research needs
	Folie 10: Discussion

